


Research, ask and find out to answer the following questions: 

What features make cities and 
villages different? 

Can you label some of these 
features on an aerial map of 

Chester? 

Can you find out how much 
rainfall Chester gets each month 

and each year? 

Can you describe Chester’s 
main features? 

Can you use appropriate      
symbols to represent different 

features on a map? 

Why do you think people want 
to live in Chester? 

Why would someone choose to 
live in Chester rather than in the 

countryside? 

How have people changed 
Chester over time? 

How are people trying to      
control the environment in and 

around Chester? 

Can you find and name six or 
more UK cities on a map? 

Can you find out where      
different people who live in the 

UK originally come from? 

Can you name the different    
areas that make up Chester? 

Why not sort, order and group the information you find for these questions and use them as      
sections in a book, magazine or brochure about Chester you can keep adding to each week? 



Chester is a city in northwest England, founded as a  
Roman fortress in the 1st century A.D. It's known for its 
extensive Roman walls made of local red sandstone. In 
the old city, the Rows is a shopping district                  
distinguished by 2-level covered arcades and               
Tudor-style half-timber buildings. A Roman                   
amphitheatre, with ongoing excavations, lies just out-
side the old city's walls.  















Distances in miles between 

UK cities 











Ten reasons to live in Chester 
 
Here are ten reasons why Chester is regarded as one of the best places to live for citizens and residents alike:  
 
Good education 
• From nurseries that get your children off to a good start to Lifelong Learning courses to give adults more opportu-

nities, education in Chester is among the best. 
Good housing 
• Whether you are looking for a swish luxury apartment or a large family home, the city boasts top quality housing.  
Good jobs 
• Around 70,000 people work in Chester and it is a regional centre for employment. It is predicted that the city will 

have 20,000 new job opportunities in the next ten years. 
County capital 
• Chester is the seat of county government and is also home to Chester City Council. It is the hub of local economy 

which over the last 20 years has been one of the fastest growing economies in the UK.  
Super suburbs 
• Hoole is a bustling and fiercely independent village and Handbridge dates back to Roman times and is dubbed 

'Chester's earliest suburb'. 
University of Chester 
• The city is an attractive place for students to live and learn and the university has a great reputation for excel-

lence. 
Grosvenor Park 
• Given to the city by Richard, the second Marquis of Westminster, who also paid for the design and laying out of 

the 'leisure park' by the famous Edward Kemp, it is today regarded as one of the finest examples of a Victorian 
park. 

Small businesses 
• This compact city with its highly skilled population is the perfect place to set up small businesses.  
Culture and heritage 
• Share in the life of a city that has existed for nearly 2,000 years and enjoy its attractions by day and by night.  
Fair Trade 
• Chester is the first Fair Trade city in the country, a way of ensuring fair treatment for producers, a movement that 

is as important for local farmers and craftspeople as it is for those from overseas.  



Ten reasons to live in Countryside 
 

Here are 10 reasons why Countryside Living wins:  
 
Abundance of space 
• Unlike cities, where people live in congested areas with housing limited to apartments, the countryside offers us much more 

space within which to work, live and play. 
Peace & Solitude 
• The dense urban landscape is overpopulated. In the countryside, one can live like a hermit if one so wishes. Or, be sociable 

– the choice exists. 
Fresh Air 
• In a city, vehicles, factories, and other elements pollute the air, which can lead to asthma or other respiratory diseases. In 

contrast, the air in the countryside is much cleaner than that in a city, due to the absence of certain pollutants. 
Countryside schools 
• Kids prefer to look out onto fields from their playgrounds than main roads full of vehicles belching out fumes. There is more 

space for games fields. Forest walks and outdoor expeditions are a daily part of countryside schools’ kids’ activities. 
Village Pubs 
• Village pubs are still the pumping heart of Britain’s countryside. There is a strong bond of community felt there and many 

laughs to be had. 
Social Life 
• The countryside offers a comfortable social milieu. In cities, one tends not to know neighbours, or wish to make acquaint-

ance with neighbours. But in the countryside neighbours rush to help those in need and suffering emergencies. 
Time to think & work effectively 
• The advance of technologies like Skype and email allow us to work remotely. The countryside is a good backcloth against 

which to work. It gives workers time to think, manage their day away from the stresses of a city and in a positive environ-
ment. 

Fitness 
• Walking the dog or just going for a jog… what do you prefer…. criss-crossing loads of pollution-filled roads or walking out of 

your home and into the footpaths that pass through forests and rivers and fields? 
Health Services.  
• In countryside GP surgeries, one rarely has to wait long for an appointment. This compares with many cities’ health provi-

sions which are stretched to breaking point and under great strain. 
Nearness 
• No doubt cities have the theatres, cinemas, shops and economies which trump what is available in the countryside. The 

nearest city is never more than an hour’s drive or train ride away. 


